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Welcome to BSF’s four-week study 
of Abraham! We hope God speaks to 
you through His Word and your group 
discussion. 

Here’s how the Bible study works:

 ● Read and answer the questions for 
the assigned passage each day.

 ● Discuss your answers with your 
small group at the end of the week.

 ● Listen to a podcast teaching on the 
week’s passage.

 ● Read the notes with the passage’s 
historical background and life 
application.

 ● Repeat!

We hope you enjoy using this four-fold 
approach to exploring God’s Word in 
community with others.

Thanks for choosing to study Abraham 
with Bible Study Fellowship! 

For more information visit bsfinternational.org

http://bsfinternational.org


Focus Verse
The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father’s household 

to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you.’  

Genesis 12:1-2a

WEEK ONE

THE CALL OF ABRAM

GENESIS 11:10-12:20



Day 1

1. Use this space to record how you have seen God’s activity during the week. (How has He provided, 
answered, comforted, reconciled, guided, etc.?)

2. What from the notes, lecture, group sharing or personal study impacted you most in the past week?

Day 2 – Genesis 11:10-32
Family information from Shem to Abram was recorded.

3. List the repeated phrases in 11:10-26. What do they teach you about Shem’s line? 

4. Who or what in verses 10-26 prompts your curiosity to know more?

5. Terah’s descendants are featured in the rest of Genesis. What facts about Terah’s family are similar to 
your family (11:27-32)? 

Day 3 – Genesis 12:1-3
God called Abram. Note: God later renamed Abram and Sarai, changing them to Abraham and Sarah 
(Genesis 17:5, 15).

6. a.  Compare God’s call and command to Abram with His promises. 
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b.  What does Acts 7:2-4 reveal about the place and timing?  

7. What else does God’s Word say about His call to live by faith in Him? (Share from Isaiah 41:8-10; 
Matthew 4:18-22; 19:28-30; Mark 8:34-36; John 14:15-20 or other verses you may know.)

8. a.  What might God be calling you to do, leave or offer to Him? 

b.  How do God’s presence and promises strengthen you to answer His call?

Day 4 – Genesis 12:4-9
Abram moved into Canaan.

9. What do you notice about Abram’s obedience to God? (See Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-10.)

10. a.  How do Abram’s actions demonstrate his faith in God?

b.  What promises are you waiting on God to fulfill? How do you demonstrate your faith while 
waiting?
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Day 5 – Genesis 12:10-20
Abram and Sarah went to Egypt.

11. a.  What decisions did Abram and Sarai make regarding Egypt, and why? 

b.  What truths about God and His promises are easy to forget when you’re stressed or afraid?

12. What do you learn about God in this passage? What do you learn about following God?

13. How might your current stressful situation be an opportunity to positively influence how those 
around you view God?

Day 6 – Genesis 11:10 - 12:20
14. How would you explain new life through faith in God from this week’s lesson?

© BSF 1960-2020 (This material may be downloaded from mybsf.org and used by BSF class members in connection with 
their personal BSF class studies. It may not be otherwise reproduced without BSF’s written permission.)

Abraham
Week One

Beginnings: A Study of Genesis
Mini-Study 4

The Call of Abram
Genesis 11:10 - 12:20



Focus Verse

“The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 
land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you.’ ” Genesis 12:1-2a

 ● Abram’s Family – Genesis 11:10-32
 ● Abram’s Faith – Genesis 12:1-9
 ● Abram’s Folly – Genesis 12:10-20

Engage

Is following God a risk? Is going with the crowd safe? These two questions represent an ongoing  
challenge in the believer’s life, including your own. Our mixed-up world simultaneously commends 
conformity and rewards rebellion. Playing it safe and fitting in seems appealing. Trends can dictate what 
we should read, how we should dress, what is acceptable and what is not. On the other hand, obeying 
God often feels risky. Christians think and live so differently from the world that the New Testament 
refers to believers as aliens, foreigners, strangers and exiles.1 Giving up what this world holds dear 
appears costly; valuing what God rewards involves sacrifice. If following God risks this world’s favor 
and comforts, is it worth it to you? How do you evaluate the risks and rewards?

God called Abram to leave everything familiar. Holding only God’s promise of future blessing, Abram 
packed up and left a comfortable life in a thriving city. He placed his confidence in the character and 
promises of God, not the clarity of the path before him. Is following God a risk? Certainly Abram risked 
loss by this world’s standards. He gave up personal control in favor of trusting God. He risked so much 
that others would think him foolish. Abram risked what this world labels as gain for the sake of obeying 
God. God calls and guides His people into a new life of faith. Because God is God, following Him 
is safe. The martyred missionary Jim Elliot said it well: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to 
gain that which he cannot lose.”

Genesis 11:10 - 12:20

© BSF 1960-2020 (This material may be downloaded from mybsf.org and used by BSF class members in connection with 
their personal BSF class studies. It may not be otherwise reproduced without BSF’s written permission.)

Abraham
Week One

Beginnings: A Study of Genesis
Mini-Study 5

The Call of Abram
Genesis 11:10 - 12:20



Shem’s Family Line – 11:10-26
God, the Author and Giver of Life, recorded 
the population of humanity both before 
and after the Flood. Chapter 11 lists selected 
family members from Noah’s son Shem through 
Abraham (called Abram until God renames 
him in Genesis 17:5). This genealogy offers an 
interesting parallel to Adam’s line recorded in 
Genesis 5. Both lists repeat the phrases “became 
the father of ” and “other sons and daughters.” 
Genesis 11 also records life spans but omits 
the phrase “and then he died.” By this point in 
history, death seems expected and came more 
quickly. The offspring God promised to conquer 
sin had not yet been born.2

Men of importance named in Genesis 11:10-26 
include:

 ● Shem – became the father of Arphaxad at 
100 years old, two years after the Flood.

 ● Shelah – became the father of Eber at 
30 years old. From Eber came the name 
“Hebrews,” God’s chosen people.

 ● Terah – became the father of three sons 
after he was 70 years old – Abram, Nahor 
and Haran. 

Abram’s Immediate Relatives – 
11:27-32
Scripture reveals a few more facts about Abram’s 
closest relatives. 

Terah (Abram’s father) – Terah lived east of the 
Euphrates River in Ur, a country in Mesopotamia 
ruled by the Chaldeans.3 He served other gods 
and worshipped the sun and moon.4 He led 
Abram, Sarai (renamed Sarah in Genesis 17:15) 
and Haran’s son Lot from Ur toward Canaan, 
settling in Harran.

Nahor (Abram’s brother) – He married his 
niece, Haran’s daughter Milkah. Their marriage 
produced eight sons, and his granddaughter 
Rebekah became the wife of Abram’s son Isaac.5

Haran (Abram’s brother) – He was born, lived 
and died in Ur. He became the father of Lot and 
two daughters, Milkah and Iskah. After Haran’s 
death in Ur, Terah moved Abram, Sarai and Lot 
to Harran.

Sarai  (Abram’s wife and half sister) – She was 
Terah’s daughter, but she and Abram had different 
mothers. She was 65 years old and still barren 
when Abram left Harran for Canaan.6

Abram’s Background
Abram originally came from Ur, a highly 
advanced port city at the mouth of the Euphrates 
River on the Persian Gulf. The archeological 
remains commonly considered as the city of Ur 
reveal its wealth, power and idolatry. The “step 
pyramid,” the Ziggurat of Ur, was built to honor 
the moon god Nanna (also called Sin), perhaps 
earlier than the first pyramids on the Nile. The 
top of the temple rose about 100 feet (30.5 
meters) above its courtyard. 

Excavations common to this area and time have 
uncovered two-story villas with as many as 14 
rooms with plastered, whitewashed walls. Not 
even houses in Babylon, built 1,500 years later, 
compared with those of Ur. Archaeologists have 
discovered materials from libraries and schools. 
Thousands of tablets record everything from 
hymns to the gods of Ur to business contracts. 

Idolatry permeated the advanced development in 
Ur. Despite a family history of idolatry, when 
God called Abram to leave all he had ever 
known, he obeyed. He found that God guided 
him every step of the way.

Abram’s Family – Genesis 11:10-32
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Genesis 12 records Abram’s first steps of faith. 
This chapter describes God’s call to Abram and 
his obedience to leave his home and trust God’s 
promise. Abram’s faith grew deeper as he walked 
with God. Hebrews 11:8 describes Abram’s first 
steps of trust in God: “By faith Abraham, when 
called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did 
not know where he was going.”

God’s Command – 12:1
“The Lord had said …” This statement, had said, 
written in past tense, indicates God first called 
to Abram while still in Ur. In his speech to Israel’s 
religious leaders centuries later, Stephen confirmed 
the Lord first called Abram when he lived in Ur 
with his father Terah (Acts 7:2-4). Later, Abram, 
Sarai, Terah and Lot settled in Harran, along the 
Euphrates in Mesopotamia, partway to Canaan. 
After Terah died, God reminded Abram of His 
command and restated His promises.

Abram and every person face the same defining 
decision – “how will I respond to God?” First 
and foremost, God calls you to Himself. He 
does not call you to follow rules, bargain or earn 
His favor. God calls you into a relationship with 
Him and into deeper relationships with others. 
His call includes facing sin and our need for God. 
Mankind’s need to repent or renounce former ways 
is not optional to God. God’s call also brings a 
promising way forward, an invitation into a new 
life of faith. From this moment forward, Abram 
increasingly followed God’s guidance, though not 
perfectly. Abram grew in faith as He experienced 
God’s faithfulness. 

Abram faced the cost of God’s call as he heard, 
“Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household ….” This represented no small 
sacrifice. The promise within God’s call awakened 
his faith, “Go … to the land I will show you.” 

God called Abram to follow Him into a new 
land and new life. Abram did not yet know all 
the challenges, changes and joy to come, but 
he knew the next step. What allowed Abram to 
grow? He desired to know God more fully and 
surrendered His will to God. He trusted God and 
moved forward step-by-step.

Crisis moments in life require a deliberate 
decision to either trust God or your own 
solutions. The strength necessary to trust God 
and step out in obedience comes only from Him. 
God’s character upholds every promise and 
command in His Word. Through His grace and 
with every command, God gives the desire and 
will to trust Him. Philippians 2:13 explains, “for 
it is God who works in you to will and to act in 
order to fulfill his good purpose.” Faith includes 
new power to act on God’s promises and to 
renounce anything contrary to His revealed plan.

God’s Promises to Abram – 12:2-3
God’s call and promises to Abram reveal His 
faithfulness and plan to redeem humanity 
from sin. God intervened against evil in Noah’s 
day, calling and delivering Noah and his future 
descendants from the judgment of the Flood. 
God dispersed the rebellious people at the Tower 
of Babel, upholding His plan for humanity to 
fill the earth. The world again seemed filled with 
wickedness in the days of Abram. This time, God 
called Abram. The promise God made to Abram 
represents His planned way of deliverance for 
Abram and his descendants. God’s covenant 
promise, like the ark, delivers all who enter into 
His promises through faith. God continues 
to offer a way of salvation from His righteous 
judgment and wrath against evil. 

God’s plan for Abram depended solely on God, 
not Abram. God announced what He would 
do, not what Abram must do. The sufficiency 

Abram’s Faith – Genesis 12:1-9
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and faithfulness of God provides the foundation 
for faith that Abram and all people after him 
follow. God’s promises to Abram changed the 
course of individuals, families, communities, 
nations and the world. Abram received amazing, 
unconditional and lasting promises of land, 
people and blessing from God:

 ● I will make you into a great nation – 
God promised descendants and a legacy 
to the currently childless Abram. Abram’s 
nation (Israel) would be great (meaning 
significant) because of their unique 
relationship with God.   

 ● I will bless you – God promised Himself 
to Abram. The goodness of God would 
bless Abram personally.

 ● I will make your name great – Abram  
(later known as Abraham) is also called the 
father of many nations, a prophet, mighty 
prince, God’s friend, father of those who 
believe and the man of faith.7 

 ● I will make you to be a blessing – God’s 
blessing came with the responsibility to 
share His goodness, to bless others. 

 ● I will bless those who bless you – Abram’s 
people would be so identified with God that 
for anyone to be kind, good or generous to 
them would be to act in kindness, goodness 
or generosity toward God. 

 ● I will curse whoever curses you – Likewise, 
to curse Abram’s people was akin to cursing 
God. Throughout history, this prophetic 
promise proves true. Whenever nations 
afflict the Jews, they invariably suffer.
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 ● I will make all peoples on earth be 
blessed through you – God called Abram 
out of the nations that had gone their own 
way in evil and idolatry.8 Through Abram’s 
nation all can know these gifts:

 Ƿ God’s Word – God preserved His 
revelation of Himself in the Scriptures 
through Abram’s descendants.

 Ƿ The Lord Jesus Christ – Abram’s 
greatest descendant fulfills God’s 
promise of salvation and blessing.

 Ƿ God’s will – Through Abram’s example 
of faith, all people can learn how to 
increasingly know, love, trust and obey 
God and believe in His promises now 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

Abram’s Response to God’s Call – 
12:4-9
Abram believed God, but partial obedience 
marked his early walk of faith. God’s call included 
risks and Abram responded with half steps of 
obedience. First, he went with his father and 
family but stopped short of Canaan to settle 
in Harran. When he left Harran for Canaan, 
he brought Lot (his father’s family) along with 
all their people and possessions. Lot and these 
possessions created trouble later. But God 
remained faithful to His Word. He continued 
to work in Abram’s life to grow his faith and to 
accomplish His own plans.

Obedience – 12:4-5

Abram left Harran with Sarai, Lot and their 
acquired possessions and went to Canaan. 
Scripture gives the practical, visible results of 
God’s effective call. “So Abram went, as the Lord 
had told him … and they arrived there.” The 
Canaanite nations, described in Genesis 9-11, 
lived in immorality and idolatry like the people in 
Abram’s homeland. Abram was to enter Canaan 
with God and his family to claim this land.

Moses wrote Genesis centuries after the life of 
Abram. God’s people, the Israelites (Abram’s 
nation), were again under God’s command to 
claim this promised land from the Canaanites. 
The Genesis account reminded and equipped this 
new generation of God’s people for their return 
to the land God promised Abram. The story of 
Abram foreshadows his later nation Israel and 
their conquest of Canaan, the land promised by 
God. Like their forefather, the Israelites struggled 
with faith and obedience to God’s call. Living in 
unwavering faith challenges us, even when we 
desire to believe God. Abram and the Israelites 
struggled to fully embrace new life under God’s 
love, care, guidance and rule.

The Lord appeared to Abram at Shechem – 
12:6-7 

The great tree of Moreh at Shechem marked a 
place of abundant water at the center of Canaan. 
The tree stood along a mountain ridge that 
formed a well-traveled route through the land. 
Shechem is a key site for many Bible events 
marking new phases in journeys of faith. There 
at Shechem, “The Lord appeared to Abram.” 
Verse 7 repeats this amazing fact twice. God 
personally confirmed His promises to Abram to 
strengthen his active but imperfect faith. God 
knows and guides His children in grace and 
mercy. God understands human weakness. He 
calls His people to trust Him, not their own 
understanding. God would give Abram offspring 
as well as the land into which he journeyed. 
Abram responded in awe and worship, building 
an altar of praise and sacrifice to God. 

Abram called on the Lord and built an altar 
near Bethel – 12:8-9 

Abram continued to travel through the land, 
demonstrating faith in God by journeying 
through regions inhabited by the Canaanites. 
He pitched his tents and built an altar between 
Bethel and Ai to fellowship with God. Bethel 
later became an important place of worship to 
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Abram’s grandson Jacob and others. Abram 
expectantly called upon the Lord, Yahweh, the 
covenant-keeping Lord. He personally sought 
the Lord, growing in faith to trust God and 
continue his journey. He set out and continued to 
explore God’s gift of land toward the Negev in the 
south where many other Bible events occur.

God designed a special role for Israel that 
He first revealed to Abram. God keeps all His 
promises. Abram’s story records the beginning 
of God’s plan to bless the world through this 
nation. God’s plan for the world includes His 

people. He built their identity as a community 
and a nation. Israel was designed by God to be a 
source of blessing for all the nations of the world. 
Today, communities of faith, groups of people 
who believe God and reflect His priorities, get 
to model healthy, flourishing lives to a watching 
world. God never intended for your walk with 
Him to be private or secret. Who in your life 
shares your faith in and calling by Christ? 
Together, do you find strength and unity that spur 
you forward to impact our world?

The Doctrine of Regeneration
God offers one way of salvation. Only He can regenerate or create the spiritual life necessary for any 
person, otherwise dead spiritually, to repent and believe in Jesus Chrst. Since the Fall of mankind 
described in Genesis 3, everyone born does not have a natural desire or ability to respond to God. Just 
as a corpse cannot see, hear or respond in any way, those dead in sin cannot see, hear or understand the 
things of God. Only when the Holy Spirit regenerates a dead heart and gives new life can mankind 
believe God and receive salvation in Christ. Regeneration is also called new birth because the 
spiritually dead are born again, given new life by God (Ephesians 2:1,4-7). Salvation comes by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ.  

As with Abram, new life for all believers begins through God’s call to believe Him and His promises. 
Today, believers more fully understand regeneration as the act by which the Holy Spirit puts His 
eternal life into a person who believes in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (2 Thessalonians 2:13). 
God gives new life along with the desire, faith and ability to obey His call (Romans 12:1-2; 2 
Corinthians 5:17; Philippians 2:13; Hebrews 11). The Holy Spirit indwells believers in Jesus Christ 
and guarantees that those who receive God’s eternal life will continue to believe. This new life of faith 
in God begins and continues, evident through faithful obedience. God regenerates and transforms 
believers’ lives, fulfilling their identity and ultimate purpose. Through regeneration, believers’ minds 
are renewed, and their lives transformed. 

Without a regenerated heart, no one desires to seek God (Romans 3:9-18). Human attempts to 
regulate behavior, control evil or please God fail, apart from the life-giving Holy Spirit. But there is 
hope. We serve a God who brings dead hearts to life. The gospel has power because God gives life 
to the dead. He unstops ears and causes the blind to see. Only then can people understand the truth 
about God and what He offers through salvation in Christ. God’s work, not your eloquent words, 
awakens dead hearts. You can share the gospel boldly, knowing God has the power to make the dead 
come to life. Because your life with God is all His doing, He alone gets the glory. 
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Abram’s Folly – Genesis 12:10-20

A Test of Growing Faith – 12:10
A famine in Canaan tested Abram’s willingness 
to trust God. God allows growing faith to 
be tested. He wants you to succeed and to 
experience His faithful provision in personal and 
meaningful ways. Your faith muscle develops by 
trusting God in real life challenges. God’s tests 
are never temptations toward evil, rather they are 
opportunities to depend on Him. Even when your 
faith falters, God’s grace allows you to understand 
better your human weakness and utter neediness 
of how much you need God’s grace. God 
promised to dwell with Abram in Canaan in every 
circumstance. The famine greatly impacted Abram 
partly because of the large number of possessions 
between his and Lot’s households. This famine, 
ultimately under God’s sovereign control, offered 
Abram a choice. Would he depend on God or rely 
on a human solution? God intends hardships to 
draw us closer to Him, so we become content with 
His presence and provisions.

A Convenient but Costly Lie – 12:11-16
The severe shortage of food in Canaan led 
Abram to seek refuge in Egypt. Abram’s 
move seems to be driven by insecurity, self-
determination and fear. Abram’s fear only 
increased as he moved away from God and His 
guidance. He feared the Egyptians would kill 
him to take Sarai, his beautiful wife. Abram put 
his own welfare above loving protection of his 
wife. He lied, claiming Sarai was his sister, not his 
wife. Perhaps he justified the lie that contained 
a half-truth (Sarai was his half sister). Lies often 
multiply to maintain effectiveness. He prepared 
by first asking Sarai to join in the deception and 
then lied to the Egyptians. Sarai was taken into 
Pharaoh’s harem.

Abram’s choice to leave Canaan led to sin, 
broken trust and disrupted relationships. 
Sin deceived Abram to think he would be safer 
outside God’s promised place of blessing rather 
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than within His revealed will. His lie exposed 
his wife to harm in Pharaoh’s house. Abram’s sin 
toward God, Sarai and Pharaoh resulted in a tide 
of unexpected trouble.

God’s Deliverance and Collateral  
Damage – 12:17-20
Abram’s lie caused suffering. God intervened in 
grace and mercy to protect Abram and Sarai. 
God inflicted Pharaoh’s household with serious 
diseases as a result of Abram’s deception. The 
Egyptian ruler justly rebuked Abram – “What 
have you done to me?” and “Take her and go!”  
“Wife” is repeated four times in these verses. 
Pharaoh understood the honor and protection 
due a wife better than Abram, who belonged to 
the One who created marriage. 

God, in grace and mercy, protected Abram and 
Sarai. God knew they would bear Isaac by His 
miraculous intervention. Isaac carried forward 
the family line that ultimately led to the birth 
of Jesus Christ. God protected Abram and Sarai 
from death or other loss when their lies were 
discovered. For a foreigner to deceive and cause 
suffering to Egypt’s leader could be considered 
an act of war. God caused Pharaoh to send them 
away with all their goods. These “possessions” 
likely included the Egyptian slave girl Hagar. The 
abundance of possessions contributed to Abram’s 
decision to split with Lot near Sodom.

God calls and guides His people into a new 
life of faith. God called Abram and promised 
blessing beyond his imagination. Abram believed 
God’s promises and acted on them by faith. He 
found that although faith and dependence on 
God is risky and challenging, belief in God reveals 
the only complete security that can be known. 
Abram’s journey of faith revealed both God’s 
faithfulness and Abram’s need to depend on God 
for every step.
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Hold Fast

Only God can impart faith to understand how 
wise, joyous and good it is to obey His call. God 
called Abram, and he stepped out in faith to leave 
Ur. Abram believed God’s promise and obeyed. His 
first steps of faith represent a very human picture 
that mixed God-given courage and human caution. 
Faith required Abram to believe what he did not see 
physically.9 Abram experienced God’s faithfulness 
as he obeyed His command and even when he did 
not. Only as we obey God’s Word do we prove that 
“the path of the righteous is like the morning sun, 
shining ever brighter till the full light of day.”10 

God’s love for Abram shined through their person-
to-person relationship. God appeared to Abram 
and reassured him of His steadfast promise. God 
protected Abram, Sarai and His plan when they 
disobeyed and fled to Egypt. God promised a 
family that eventually became the nation of 
Israel. The greatness of Israel is not the number of 
its people or size of its land, but God’s presence with 
them and the gift of His revelation for the world. 
World history, current events and Bible prophecies 
confirm the significance of the nation of Israel. 

God’s promise to bless all nations through Abram 
continues today. Now, all may hear about the 
person and work of Jesus Christ, the One 
promised to come and save humanity from sin. He 
died in our place on the Cross, so we may be forgiven 
and received into God’s family by grace through faith. 
God gives new life, regenerating all who respond to 
God through repentance and belief in His Son. 

Abram followed God’s guidance into the land that 
would become his inheritance.11 The land was far 
more wonderful than first expected. You experience 
the fullness of God’s presence and spiritual 
blessings when you trust and obey. Not only in this 
life but also in the ages to come, God has promised to 
show to those who are in Christ “the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us ….”12

Take to Heart
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Apply It

Abram and Sarai set out without fully knowing 
God’s specific plans. Abram’s confidence rested 
on God and His promises. God led him, a step 
at a time, building his faith along the way. Do you 
often prefer every detail and risk of the journey to 
be explained before you commit? Do you wrongly 
choose to “play it safe” rather than trusting God? 
Are you hesitating right now to answer God’s call 
because you are afraid of what you might lose? 
What things in your life seem more precious or 
secure than following God? What promise is God 
calling you to believe, by faith? When will you move 
forward and risk leaving people, options or things 
behind and depend on God alone to guide you?

Compromise in faith poses a greater risk than 
obedience. Failure to trust and obey God brings 
unintended consequences, not just to you but 
also to others. Fear and anxiety are never from 
God. However, when we fail, God shows mercy 
and leads us to repentance and a new start. 
When God leads you beyond your comfort 
and understanding will you trust Him? What 
is your greatest fear today? What truth about 

God or promise from His Word helps that fear 
to crumble and your faith to grow? Truth about 
God is truer than what we feel or fear. 

God grants us faith; yet, God-given faith often 
collides with our human understanding. In Mark 
9, a desperate father asked Jesus to heal his young 
son. He cried out to Jesus in a way we understand, 
“I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief !” 
Abram’s early faith walk in Ur, Harran, Canaan 
and even Egypt reveals not only his human 
limitations but also God’s faithfulness. In this life, 
your faith will falter but can never fail because 
God is the One who sustains your faith. Your 
confidence lies not in the strength of your faith 
but in the power of our sovereign God. In mercy, 
God guides His people back to His desired path 
again and again. 2 Timothy 2:13 says, “if we are 
faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown 
himself.” Are you trusting the Lord as you should? 
Can you hear God’s loving call to believe He is 
faithful? How is God’s record of faithfulness 
maturing your faith so you can obey Him with 
less hesitation? Do not let a delay or setback 
discourage you from doing the next right thing 
and taking the next courageous step of faith.

1: Exiles: 1 Peter 2:11
2: God’s promised Savior: Genesis 3:15
3: Beyond the Euphrates: Joshua 24:2
4: Terah’s idolatry: Joshua 24:2, 14-15
5: Nahor’s offspring: Genesis 22:20-24; 24:15

6: Sarai/Sarah: Genesis 12:5; 17:17; 20:12; 
Isaiah 51:2; 1 Peter 3:3-6

7: Abraham’s great name: Genesis 17:5; 18:17-19; 
20:7; 21:13; 23:6; Isaiah 41:8; Galatians 3:7-9

8: Idolatry: Isaiah 44:9-20; Acts 17:29-30; 
Romans 1:18-32

9: Faith: Hebrews 11:1
10: Path of the righteous: Proverbs 4:18
11: Inheritance: Hebrews 11:8
12: Incomparable riches: Ephesians 2:7

Go Deeper
Check out these footnoted references for further study of God’s Word in this week’s lesson.

All Scripture quotations, in this publication are from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ® NIV ® 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Scripture Memory Verse
Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.

Genesis 13:17

WEEK TWO

ABRAM WITH LOT AND  
MELCHIZEDEK

GENESIS 13 - 14



Day 1

1. Use this space to record how you have seen God’s activity during the week. (How has He provided, 
answered, comforted, reconciled, guided, etc.?)

2. What from the notes, lecture, group sharing or personal study impacted you most in the past week?

 
 

Day 2 – Genesis 13:1-13
Abram and Lot separate. 

3. What are some causes given for the need of Abram and Lot to separate?

4. What does the way Abram and Lot separate say about each man’s character?

5. What can believers give up to put others first and to pursue peace? (See Romans 14:19-21;  
1 Corinthians 6:1-7; 9:19-23 and Ephesians 4:1-3 for examples.)

6. Why is it hard to pursue peace in your relationships? How has God helped you with this?   
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b.  How does your wisdom compare to this passage? How and with whom could you practice 
heavenly wisdom?

Day 3 – Genesis 13:14-18
God confirmed His promise to Abram.

7. What emotional and physical losses did Abram experience because of his choice?

8. What do God’s responses to Abram reaffirm about His character? 

9. List promises in God’s Word to Christians who generously give up much for Christ’s sake? (Share 
from Matthew 19:29-30; Romans 8:16-18 or other verses.)

10. a.  How did Abram respond in faith? 

b.  What would it look like for you to respond in faith to God today? 
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Day 4 – Genesis 14:1-16
Abram rescued Lot from captivity. Note: The history in 14:1-9 tells us that at least 14 years passed between 
Lot’s move east and his capture in Sodom.

11. What was the kings’ conflict, and how did they try to resolve their dispute?

12. How do you see grace at work through Abram in 14:14-16? 

13. a.  Compare Abram to the king of Sodom in leadership qualities. 

b. What qualities define the kind of leader you are willing to follow or want to become?

Day 5 – Genesis 14:17-24
Abram met with Melchizedek and Sodom’s king.

14. What differences stand out about Abram’s dealings with the king of Salem and the king of Sodom?

15. What are ways the Bible later says Melchizedek prefigured the person and work of Jesus Christ? (See 
Isaiah 2:3; 9:6-7; Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14-5:10; 6:18-7:28.)
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16. a.  Which of God’s qualities and deeds did Melchizedek publicly proclaim in blessing Abram?

b. Whom can you thank for offering God’s grace and blessing to you? How will you thank God for 
them?

Day 6 – Genesis 13 - 14
17. How might this lesson affect the way you respond in your daily opportunities to trust God?
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Focus Verse
“Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.” – Genesis 13:17

 ● Abram and Lot – 13:1 - 14:16
 ● Abram and Melchizedek – 14:17-24

Engage
How do my daily decisions impact God’s plan for my life? If God controls the details of this life 
and eternity, am I held responsible for the choices I make in this fallen world? Can I mess up God’s 
plan for my life? The story of Abram and Lot highlights the reward of obedience and the cost of 
compromise. We live in a fallen world that offers a daily menu of temporary thrills. Trusting God 
requires a long view, placing value on and living for more than a short-term win. Long-term gain may 
require short-term pain. 

Your daily choices reveal your priorities and impact your future. Your desires drive your thoughts. Your 
thoughts direct your actions. Your actions become your habits. Your habits mold your character. Your 
character shapes your destiny. Even believers, whose eternal destiny rests in the secure grip of God, 
forfeit spiritual impact in this life when daily choices do not align with God’s best for us. While God can 
bring good from the bad, we save ourselves trouble by seeking God first. Lot chose the most fertile land, 
pitching his tents toward Sodom, and then soon found himself engulfed in that wicked city’s troubles. 
Abram took his herds to far less appealing land but found that God’s favor and promises offer a greater 
reward. People who receive God’s grace should respond with reverence and gratitude to God and 
graciousness to others.

Genesis 13 - 14
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Abram and Lot – Genesis 13:1 - 14:16

In Chapter 13, Abram faced the opportunity to 
show grace to his nephew, Lot. He knew God’s 
grace personally and demonstrated faith in God 
by yielding his rights and taking on risks for the 
good of another. A series of deliberate responses 
reveal Abram’s growing faith and dependence 
on God. 

Abram Separated From Lot – Genesis 13

Returning to Bethel – 13:1-4

In Genesis 12, Abram and his family fled to Egypt 
during a severe famine. Now, after experiencing 
both the consequences of his choice and God’s 
merciful protection, he returned to Bethel. 
Abram stepped out of God’s perfect plan by 
leaving Bethel. He now returned to the very 

place where he chose his own way. He built an 
altar at Bethel and called on the name of the Lord. 
Believers in God can count on two things: They 
are prone to wander into sin, and God graciously 
responds to repentance. Abram recognized and 
renounced self-determination in favor of trusting 
God, proven by his God-dependent choices in 
Chapter 13. John the Baptist, prophesying before 
Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry, said that people 
who truly repent “produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance” (Matthew 3:8). Abram increasingly 
lived a changed and fruitful life of faith. 

Verse 2 describes Abram’s growing wealth in 
livestock, silver and gold. Pharaoh likely offered a 
dowry of sorts when he took Sarai as a potential 
wife. They returned from Egypt quite wealthy, 
which soon became a source of conflict. 
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Defusing conflict – 13:5-9

Abram and Lot settled in Bethel. Their combined 
wealth, flocks, herds and tents were more than the 
land could sustain amid the native Canaanites and 
Perizzites. Quarreling erupted between Abram’s 
and Lot’s herders. The peace and reconciliation 
Abram experienced with God likely raised 
his awareness of the danger of broken human 
relationships. Abram valued family relationships 
and the positive influence of God’s people among 
their neighbors. 

Pursuing peace reveals maturing faith.1 Abram 
took initiative to find a peaceful solution with 
Lot. He looked over the whole land and suggested 
they part company. Abram deferred to Lot and 
allowed him the first choice of land, a gracious 
offer that reflected his faith in God’s provision. 
Abram had every right to choose first. He set 
aside his position as the older man and the one 
responsible for Lot’s wealth and welfare. Many 
conflicts could be avoided if people put others 
above themselves. Godly wisdom honors peaceful 
relationships over personal rights. 

Destiny-defining choices – 13:10-13

“So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the 
Jordan and set out toward the east.” Lot made his 
choice by sight and not by faith. He failed to 
insist that Abram choose first. To Lot, the Jordan 
plain seemed ideal – well-watered like Eden and 
the lush land he observed in Egypt. Lot pursued 
what his heart desired: prosperity, comfort, honor 
and ease. He owed his uncle everything, yet he 
wanted the best at his uncle’s expense. 

Lot’s choice of the Jordan plain revealed 
his heart. Though a shepherd, he moved near 
the cities on this fertile plain. Lot knowingly 
pitched his tents and settled near Sodom, where 
wicked people “were sinning greatly against the 
Lord.” The first readers of the account Moses 
recorded here knew well the infamy of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. God’s judgment on those cities 
so destroyed the beauty of the land that Moses 
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included a parenthetical reminder in verse 10 
stating, “(This was before the Lord destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah.)”

Divine compensation – 13:14-18

The eternal gains of following God more than 
compensate for any temporary loss. God’s 
presence comforted Abram after Lot departed. 
Abram’s distance from Lot, his lone relative 
besides Sarai among the Canaanites, surely tested 
his trust in God. The Lord intentionally spoke 
to Abram after Lot departed, meeting his loss 
and loneliness with His own presence and 
promises. When people disappoint us, we realize 
that only God meets our deepest needs. Lot failed 
to honor Abram’s charity, but God did not. God 
told Abram to lift his eyes and look north, south, 
east and west. God repeated His promise with 
attention on His amazingly generous provisions:

 ● Land – “All the land that you see I will 
give to you and your offspring ….” Canaan 
included the land Lot had chosen.

 ● Timing – God gave the land to Abram 
and his offspring “forever.” 

 ● Descendants – God’s future for Abram 
included uncountable offspring like “the 
dust of the earth.” 

God wanted Abram to grasp the full reality 
of His amazing promise. He called Abram to 
respond in active faith. God first engaged Abram’s 
eyes, promising him all the land he could see. He 
then enlarged his physical experience of what was 
promised as Abram was commanded to walk the 
length and breadth of the land promised to him. 
These beautiful commands, “look … see … go … 
walk,” expanded Abram’s experience from a verbal 
promise to a physical reality. Abram obeyed. 
He journeyed to live and worship near the great 
trees of Mamre at Hebron. Hebron stood just 19 
miles (39.5 km) from present-day Jerusalem at 
the junction of the region’s principal highways. 
According to the historian Josephus,a Hebron was 
more ancient than the city of Memphis in Egypt. 
He wrote, “an old oak tree had been there since 
the creation of the world.” So Abram set up his 
home of tents and constructed a stone altar to the 
Lord. He allied himself in peaceful cooperation 
with the people (14:13).
a: Josephus, War 4.9.7 §529–33.

Biblical Theme: Battling Evil
Genesis 14 represents the Bible’s first recorded warfare as Abram waged a military battle to rescue 
Lot. Throughout Israel’s history, Abram and others fought under God’s command to deliver 
righteousness and justice. Physical battles recorded in Scripture include spiritual dimensions. 
Abram’s courageous redemption of Lot demonstrated how God made His Name and power 
known to the inhabitants and invaders of the promised land, both physically and spiritually. 
Since the ascension of Christ and sending of the Holy Spirit at the birth of the Church, the spiritual 
nature of our earthly battles is better understood.

Jesus Christ ultimately fought and achieved victory over evil, sin and death without physical 
weapons. Jesus fought on behalf of you and me, leaving His heavenly home to go to battle on 
our behalf. He realized victory on the cross through obedience to the Father’s will. Since then, 
all Christians are to be prepared to do spiritual battle with unseen spiritual enemies.2 The crucial 
distinction for believers is our enemies are not people, but sin and darkness. The goal of spiritual 
battle is God’s rescue of people from the grip of evil by the resurrection power found in Christ. 
Christians are called to be on guard against godless world religions and systems. We recognize that 
our internal sin nature makes us prone to sin. Scripture teaches us to be armed with God’s Word, to 
submit and come near to God and to depend on His power through His Spirit.3 
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Abram Rescued Lot – Genesis 14:1-16

Warfare – 14:1-12

Choices bring consequences and reveal character. 
Genesis 14 reveals the character of Abram and 
the consequences of Lot’s decision to first move 
near Sodom and then into the city (14:12). 
While Abram experienced peace, the area around 
Sodom and Gomorrah was filled with anger and 
violence. An alliance of kings attacked and ruled 
over Sodom and other cities. Wanting to escape 
this oppression, the Canaanite kings allied and 
rebelled at a time when they sensed weakness 
in the defenses of their enemies. Their military 
strike did not go well. The kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled, the ruling kings looted Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and Lot became their prisoner 
of war.

Rescue – 14:13-16

A thread of hope remained. Lot still identified 
with Abram, now called a Hebrew for the first 
time in verse 13. A man who escaped from Sodom 
brought news of Lot’s captivity to Abram. The 
troubling report stirred Abram to action.

How could Abram overcome this mighty force 
to free Lot? Five powerful kings and their armies 
had been completely overrun in their attempt 
to defend Sodom. Abram’s best qualities 
of faithful leadership and compassionate 
servanthood are seen in his response:

 ● Grace – Abram bore no grudge against 
Lot, nor did he stand on his rights. He 
had a right to say, “This happens when you 
make a wrong choice,” and let Lot suffer. 
Instead, Abram generously gave all he had 
to rescue Lot. 

 ● Provisions – Abram considered all 
God had given him. He had loyal 
servants trained to protect his flocks and 
possessions. Abram also immediately asked 
for help from his allies.

 ● Power – By outward appearance, this was 
an impossible task. Yet Abram knew God 
and rose up to battle in His Name. Later, 
his descendant David would meet the 
giant Goliath with the same spiritual zeal.

 ● Wisdom – Abram planned a rapid, 
surprise night attack. He routed the 
kings to recover the goods and prisoners, 
including Lot. 

God keeps His promises. Abram’s amazing 
victory made his name great among the king of 
Sodom and the people in that region. He became 
a man of standing because God was with him. 
God’s blessing of victory overflowed to bless 
Abram’s allies who witnessed faith at work. The 
kings who oppressed Sodom and captured Lot 
were defeated.

Are you trained and ready for your own crisis 
or ready to help someone else? Helping others 
requires personal investment of thought, 
energy, resources, time and prayer. Trusting 
and walking with God in daily life builds the 
spiritual resources needed in times of unexpected 
difficulty. How much compassion do you feel 
for those caught in the consequences of their 
own poor choices? The “battles” we face here 
on earth are opportunities to trust and rely on 
God.

Tragically, neither Lot nor the king of Sodom 
recognized God or His warning in these events 
– that God’s grace overcomes evil, and He saves 
the undeserving. The king of Sodom came out 
to honor Abram but did not repent and honor 
Abram’s God. Lot received the gracious gift of 
freedom but did not yield to God and Abram’s 
kindness. This account does not record Lot’s exact 
response, but we know he returned to Sodom 
where its corruption continued to impact him. 
The later destruction of Sodom might have been 
averted if these proud men recognized God’s 
mercy and responded to His grace. Ignoring God’s 
call to repent and believe is always a serious matter.
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The kings of Sodom and Salem met with Abram 
in the “King’s Valley,” likely a plain near present-
day Jerusalem. Salem means “peace.” The king of 
Sodom, last seen fleeing a battle he started, now 
publicly acknowledged Abram as a hero. Abram’s 
personal courage risked loss to do what was 
right. His faithful effort benefitted the prisoners, 
their families, the cities and the region. 

Melchizedek, the king of Salem, interacts far 
differently with Abram than the king of Sodom. 
Evidently, Melchizedek was one of the few people 
of that day who truly knew and worshipped 
God. This mysterious priest-king is mentioned 
in several places in the Bible. Melchizedek’s 
importance stems from how his meeting with 
Abram illustrates aspects of Christ as our Priest 
and King. 

He came from the place of “peace” with bread and 
wine for the war-weary men. As priest of the Most 
High God, he publicly praised God for giving 
Abram victory. 

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator 
of heaven and earth.

And praise be to God Most High, who delivered 
your enemies into your hand.”

Melchizedek publicly acknowledged God’s 
blessing on Abram. As priest of the God Most 
High, Melchizedek recognized that he and 
Abram worshipped the same God – Creator of 
heaven and earth. Abram proved this in verse 22 
when he repeated the same name to speak of his 
God, “the Lord, God Most High, Creator of 
heaven and earth.” In other words, the God of the 
universe, of humanity and all creation is the living 
God of Melchizedek and Abram.

Melchizedek publicly praised the God Most  
High. Abram did not win the conquest by military 
might, but by the power of Almighty God, who 
deserved all honor for the victory. God Himself 
defeated those who served other gods, oppressed 
people and sinned against Lot. Abram presented 
Melchizedek, as if to God Himself, a tenth of 
everything. Then Melchizedek nearly disappears 
from the pages of Scripture as suddenly as he 
entered them.

Melchizedek’s countercultural blessing stands 
in stark contrast to the king of Sodom’s offer. 
Sodom’s king recognized he owed Abram a debt. 
The cultural custom gave the victor legal right to 
keep the spoils of battle. He told Abram, “Give 

Abram and Melchizedek – Genesis 14:17-24
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me the people and keep the goods for yourself.” 
Abram’s response reflected his growing faith 
and desire to honor God above himself.  He had 
certainly earned the reward. Abram believed it 
would dishonor God for the king of Sodom to 
be able to say, “I made Abram rich.” He accepted 
only the portion due his Amorite allies. By 
refusing this world’s riches, Abram declared that 
God was sufficient to meet all his needs. 

Abram again gave up his rights. He gave Lot first 
choice of the land. He then rescued Lot from 
a mess of his own making and refused bounty 
from the king of Sodom. He voluntarily honored 
Melchizedek with a generous tithe. What did 
Abram lose? Nothing. Abram gained trust that 
God would be with him, meet his needs and 
fulfill every promise. 

Our Lord Jesus states that those who lose for 
God’s sake gain far more in the coming kingdom 
than they temporarily give up here.4 This promise 
is why believers can give generously without fear 
of loss. Those who understand the grace God 
has given them freely extend grace to others. 
People who receive God’s grace should respond 
with reverence and gratitude to God and 
graciousness to others.

Similarities Between Melchizedek 
and Jesus Christ

 ● His name means “king of righteousness” 
(Hebrews 7:2). The Bible always connects 
righteousness with peace.5 In the Bible, 
only Melchizedek and Jesus Christ were 
both priests and kings.

 ● Salem means “peace.” Christ is the Prince 
of Peace.6 Christ will one day reign from 
Jerusalem.

 ● He was “priest of the God Most High.” 
The title priest and name God Most High 
are used first here in Genesis 14.

 ● He has no recorded genealogy, 
beginning or end to serve as a symbol  
(Hebrews 7:3). Christ is eternal, from  
everlasting to everlasting.

 ● He gave bread and wine. Christ gives 
spiritual bread, or flesh, and spiritual wine, 
or blood.7

 ● He, the greater, blessed Abram, the 
lesser. Christ, the greatest, blesses  
believers with all spiritual blessings.

 ● He received tithes from honor and 
gratitude. Christ receives tithes from us 
out of the good things He gives.
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Hold Fast
Lot chose to live according to the ways of the 
world; Abram chose to live by the ways of God. 
Lot chose immediate physical comforts such as 
well-watered land and the goods and activity of 
city life. The comforts of this life are not bad, 
in and of themselves, but they can distract us 
from finding genuine peace and joy in the Lord. 
Earthly possessions are good only when enjoyed 
with gratitude and obedience to the Lord for 
the glory of His Name. When we seek God first, 
as Abram did in these chapters, we experience 
abundant life, no matter our circumstances. 
Living by faith in God overflows in grace and 
goodness to others.

Abram was prepared to physically pursue, rescue 
and restore his nephew from captivity. He 
redeemed Lot, renewed his hope and gave him 
an opportunity to make better choices. Abram’s 
rescue mission was a physical one, but Christians 
also know and love people who are held captive 
spiritually. God calls believers to not only enjoy 
the personal benefits of their own salvation 
but recognize and address the spiritual peril of 
those around them. God equips and positions 
Christians, like Abram, to battle in prayer, 
to build loving relationships and to share the 
gospel with people held captive by sin. God 
provides the spiritual power and armor needed 
for the battle.8 

Nearly a thousand years of Bible history passed 
before the next mention of Melchizedek. Then, 
David mentioned him in Psalm 110. After 
another thousand years, the book of Hebrews 
emphasized that Melchizedek prefigures the work 
of Jesus Christ, our superior great high priest. 
“Therefore he is able to save completely those who 
come to God through him, because he always 
lives to intercede for them.”9 Because Jesus serves 
as our high priest, we approach God’s throne of 

Take to Heart
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grace with confidence, finding mercy and grace 
to help us in our time of need.10 

Genesis 13 and 14 tell the story of two people 
who responded very differently to the grace of 
God. Abram made mistakes but returned to God, 
sought His ways and experienced His blessing. 
Lot sought the pleasures of this world, got 
caught in painful consequences and intentionally 
returned to the very place that entrapped him. 
God extended grace to both Abram and Lot. 
Their individual responses to that grace differed 
greatly. We do not earn God’s favor by what 
we do. Even those who obey God encounter 
difficulties. But our lives reflect who and what 
we love. Abram loved God more than fleeting 
pleasure. Lot loved his own pleasure the most. 
How do you respond when God, in grace,  
calls you back to Himself when you go the wrong 
direction? What does your life reveal about what 
you love?

Lot’s trouble became Abram’s cause. Abram 
had every reason to enjoy his own peace and let 
Lot suffer the just consequences of his foolish 
decisions. As Christians, we enjoy spiritual 
blessings, sweet fellowship with one another 
and spiritual safety in the arms of our Savior. 
The crazy thinking and brokenness in our world 
can lead us to retreat to the safe shelter of our 
Christian circle. Even though believers are not 
a perfect bunch, the world seems much riskier. 

While salvation in Christ brings untold personal 
benefit, God always calls us to a cause beyond 
ourselves. Abram set the example when he 
pursued Lot. Jesus perfected the example when 
He left heaven’s glories to pursue rebels on earth. 
We are not responsible for the responses of others, 
but we are responsible for our own obedience. 
Where and how might God lead you to  
invest in the rescue of someone else? How 
might you relieve suffering and oppression, both 
physical and spiritual? How is God calling you to 
His cause, a cause beyond yourself ? 

Abram was progressing in a step-by-step walk 
of faith. He was learning to trust God in a variety 
of life circumstances. He learned to love what 
God loves and hate what God hates. He began 
to want what God wanted Him to have. As life 
brought Abram to new challenges, in everyday 
life as a shepherd, in military conquest or just 
continuing to believe God without visible proof, 
he kept walking. He walked with God, not 
perfectly, but steadily. Can you do that? Can you 
just keep walking with God, “steady on,” trusting 
His purposes in every circumstance He allows in 
your life? The ups and downs of life  
do not change the steadfast character of God. 
Seek God in the battles. Seek God on the quiet 
days of rest. Seek God when obedience brings 
risk. Share God’s heart for others. Step by step. 
Day by day. Will you trust God for the fresh 
strength for whatever your day brings?11

1: Living in peace: 1 Corinthians 6:1-7; 
Ephesians 4:2-3, 30-32;  
Philippians 2:5-11

2: Spiritual warfare: 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 
Ephesians 6:10-18

3: Victorious Christian living: James 4:1-10
4: Gain for loss: Matthew 16:24-26
5: Righteousness and peace: Psalm 85:10; Isaiah 

32:17; Hebrews 12:11
6: Prince of Peace: Isaiah 9:6

7: New covenant: Matthew 26:26-28
8: Spiritual armor: Ephesians 6:10-18
9: Able to save: Hebrews 7:25
10: High priest: Hebrews 4:15-16
11: Fresh mercies: Lamentations 3:22-24

Go Deeper
Check out these footnoted references for further study of God’s Word in this week’s lesson.

All Scripture quotations, in this publication are from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ® NIV ® 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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The Doctrine of Grace
God’s creation of humanity in His image reveals our greatest possible destiny – a life that honors 
and reflects His glory in everlasting joy with Him. While God’s common grace brings good to all 
people, His special grace brings new life to those who believe by faith. Like Abram, those who 
mature in faith experience the power of God and become increasingly gracious toward others. 

Grace is God’s undeserved favor. Grace is never earned: It’s the gift of God’s unconditional love to 
people who do not deserve it. If we could earn grace, it would not be grace (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

God never compromises His character to extend grace. Humans exercise grace imperfectly. We 
think we are being gracious to others but often expect something in return. Other times, we show 
leniency to one person at the expense of another. Not so with God. God’s grace never jeopardizes 
any other aspect of His character. He is always gracious, always holy, always righteous, always just, 
always good.

Grace fuels salvation. God’s Word teaches that Jesus Christ provides salvation from sin and a 
credit of righteousness, or justification, by grace through faith alone (Romans 3:21-24). We are 
saved because of God’s unmerited favor toward us in Christ, which we cannot earn by good works 
(Romans 4:1-8). We receive His grace by believing His Word. Grace is God’s love expressed through 
Jesus Christ. God does not expect you to earn His love. He does not give and take away His love. 
God’s love does not depend on our performance.

Grace is kind and good. God does not owe anyone anything. He gives life, breath, food and 
everyday pleasures to all He created. Every good thing in the world exists because of God’s 
benevolence (Acts 14:17). He orders people’s lives to give opportunities to seek Him (Acts 
17:24-27). God pours out grace on believers as He gives them faith, adopts them as children and 
transforms their lives. (Psalm 145:8-9; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 5).

When I truly believe grace is a gift that cannot be earned, I am free to admit my failures with 
confidence that God’s love and favor will not fade. The security of the grace of God spills over 
into other areas of life. Because I am a recipient of God’s grace I may now freely extend grace to 
myself and others. I can let go of impossible standards. I can recognize my value is not earned 
through accomplishments but is secured through the unconditional love and grace of God.

On the other hand, when I believe I must earn God’s grace, I live in a constant state of 
strife and performance. My life resembles a roller coaster as I pride myself on my successes then 
torture myself when I fail or make a mistake. Not only do I hold myself and others to impossible 
expectations, I place expectations on God based on my behavior. I expect Him to reward my 
faithfulness and good service or expect Him to punish my sin and disobedience. My view of God is 
skewed. My love for God hinges on fear and duty.  

But thanks be to God there is freedom in the abundant, unmerited, undeserved, overly 
impressive grace of God through Jesus Christ! 
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Scripture Memory Verse
Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:6

WEEK THREE

GOD'S COVENANT 
WITH ABRAM

GENESIS 15 - 16



Day 1

1. Use this space to record how you have seen God’s activity during the week. (How has He provided, 
answered, comforted, reconciled, guided, etc.?)

2. What from the notes, lecture, group sharing or personal study impacted you most in the past week?

Day 2 – Genesis 15:1-6
God reaffirmed his promise to give Abram descendants.

3. What do you know about shields and rewards that helps you understand God’s promises in 15:1?

4. How did God’s promise to be Abram’s shield and great reward address Abram’s fears?

5. a.  What did Abram believe in 15:6? 

b.  What was the connection between belief and righteousness for Abram? What about today? (Use 
any Scripture references.) 
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6. How does God’s interaction with Abram encourage, comfort or challenge you?

Day 3 – Genesis 15:7-21
God confirmed His promises with a covenant. Note: Genesis 15:9-10, 17 describe the ceremonial rites that 
sealed a covenant. 

7. What truths about God’s character and Abram’s faith are revealed?

8. List prophetic promises in 15:13-16 and say how each was fulfilled. (Use Genesis 25:7-8; Exodus 
6:11; 12:31-40; and any other references.)

9. How do you reconcile God’s affirmation of Abram’s belief (15:6) with Abram’s continued questions?

10. What means does God use to reassure His people of His promises today? (See 2 Corinthians 1:22; 
5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14; and other Scriptures for your answers.)

Day 4 – Genesis 16:1-6
Abram and Sarai sinned and conceived a child through Hagar. Note: Society in Abram’s time accepted 
polygamy, but God ordains marriage for one man and one woman. Therefore, polygamy is outside of God’s 
will and is sin. (See Genesis 2:24.)
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11. a.  How did Sarai and Abram show some faith and some unbelief in God’s promise of Genesis 15:4-5?

b.  What do you learn about the relationship between what we believe and how we behave?

12. a.  What sins did Abram and Sarai commit in these verses? (Share Scripture references to support 
     your answers.)

b.  What were the immediate and long-term results of trying to gain something good through sin? 
(See also Genesis 12:10-20.)

13. What have you learned in this passage or by personal experience about waiting for God to fulfill His 
promises in His perfect way and time?

Day 5 – Genesis 16:7-16
The angel of the Lord affirmed blessings for Hagar and Ishmael.

14. Describe Hagar’s natural expectations for remaining in Sarai’s charge or for running away.
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15. a.  What promises did the angel of the Lord make to Hagar, and who did she believe the angel of the 
     Lord to be? 

b. What do you learn about God through His care for Hagar and Ishmael?

16. How has God provided unimaginable good to you through a seemingly impossible situation?

Day 6 – Genesis 15 - 16
17. What have you learned about how God provides for His people that encourages your faith?
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Focus Verse
“Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” – Genesis 15:6

 ● God’s Promise and Abram’s Covenant – Genesis 15
 ● Abram and Sarai’s Sin and Hagar’s Flight – Genesis 16

Engage
God’s Word is filled with His promises. The promises in God’s Word stand on the integrity of God’s 
character. God’s promises set the direction for living boldly in faith. But what happens when God has 
not yet delivered what He promised? What if believing God means trusting Him when His answer 
is different than the answer you want? Believing God, you earnestly pray for a spouse, a parent, a job, 
return of a straying child, relief from pain, or the salvation of someone you love. And you wait. And you 
pray. And you wait. Can God be trusted when what He has promised seems impossible or His path 
not the one you would choose?

God assured Abram he would be the father of a great nation. Yet Abram and Sarai were advancing in 
years, Sarai was barren and the clock was ticking. Real struggles face everyone who believes in God. 
God’s timing seldom matches our timeline. God does not fulfill His plan for us the way we anticipate or 
prefer. We cannot see the future, and doubts arise. Human solutions may appear more convincing than 
God’s promises. In times of doubt, circling back to the truth provides perspective. In these chapters, God 
repeats His promise to Abram a third time. God met Abram’s doubts with reassurance. Faith requires 
constant dependence on the power of the Holy Spirit to do what is impossible apart from God’s 
power. Will you ask God for faith, patience and wisdom to trust His provisions, methods and timing?

Genesis 15 - 16
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God’s Promise and Abram’s Covenant – Genesis 15

Comfort: Abram’s God – 15:1 
Abram stood at a crossroads, a critical point in 
his faith journey. He had fought a war and won. 
He knew God’s presence and power but had not 
yet held that promised child. Verse 1 signals a 
new period in Abram’s life: “After this.” Most 
of us quantify our lives by defining moments 
– events we explain by “before this” or “after 
this.” At a pivotal point in Abram’s story “the 
word of the Lord came.” This often-repeated 
Old Testament phrase appears for the first time 
here, communicating divine authority and the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.1 God spoke truth 
to Abram in a vision. God met Abram’s needs, 
not with a timeline or dates on a calendar, but 
with a reminder of two important aspects of 
His character.   

“I am your shield.”

Abram defeated a powerful alliance of kings 
to rescue Lot. What if the enemy retaliated? 
Scripture often reminds us to put off fear. Our 

human tendency is to be afraid; believing 
truth about God overcomes human fear. God 
said to Abram and says to us: Do not be afraid; 
I will protect you … I am your security. You may 
be called to pass through fire or water, but I will 
shield you from all real harm.2 The concept of 
God as our shield by faith continues throughout 
Scripture.3 Jesus Himself offers the ultimate 
promise that alleviates our fear: “But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.”4 

I am “your very great reward.”

Abram had just refused great financial reward 
from the king of Sodom. Now, God revealed that 
Abram had chosen the very best reward. God’s 
presence and pleasure gave deeper joy and 
satisfaction than any earthly possession. Paul 
said that to know Christ made everything he once 
valued seem like rubbish (Philippians 3:8). And 
Psalm 37:4 says, “Take delight in the Lord, and he 
will give you the desires of your heart.” Knowing 
God is a “very great” reward.
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Clarification: Abram’s Son – 15:2-5 
In verse 2, Abram asked a very honest question 
that revealed his doubt and discouragement. 
Ten years had passed since God promised a son, 
but Abram and Sarai were still childless. He 
had God’s promises, but it seemed too late to 
hope for an heir other than his servant Eliezer. 
Abram knew the fulfillment of God’s promises 
depended on his offspring. Abram’s impatience 
was an understandable human response. How 
could God now fulfill His promise? Had Abram 
misunderstood God? 

God designed human minds with good reasoning 
skills, a reflection of His image. Abram’s 
impatience increasingly drew him to human 
reasoning and common cultural solutions. 
He began interpreting God’s promise through 
his current, less-than-promising circumstances. 
Because God had not given Abram and Sarai 
children, he determined his servant Eliezer should 
become his heir, a common cultural practice for a 
childless man. 

God clarified Abram’s confusion. Once again, 
“the word of the Lord came to him.” Abram’s 
heir would not be Eliezer but his own son, yet 
to be born. God’s Word clarifies the confusion 
believers face in this world. In a moment of 
doubt, a Bible passage comes to our minds; we 
discover an answer through study; we hear truth 
from a pastor or friend. God’s truth provides 
perspective and hope when we are confused 
and discouraged. Tangible answers may not 
come immediately, but God can be trusted when 
we are confused and down. 

Consider the tender way God moved Abram from 
doubt to belief. God revealed the incomprehensible 
truth, “a son who is your own flesh and blood” 
would become a nation as numerous as the stars. 
God “took him outside” to look at the night sky 
filled with too many stars to count, a reminder 
that Abram could view every night. God spoke to 
Abram in a uniquely personal way to capture his 
heart. God’s clarifying promise of a physical son 
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encouraged Abram to believe God could do the 
impossible, even give life to a body that was as 
good as dead.5

Confirmation: Abram’s Faith – 15:6 
Genesis 15:6 captures a monumental statement: 
“Abram believed the Lord, and he credited 
it to him as righteousness.” What does that 
mean? By His grace, God transferred His perfect 
righteousness onto Abram as he believed God 
would fulfill this promise. The best of human effort 
is flawed, unable to meet God’s holy standards. 
Only God’s righteousness can satisfy God’s holy 
standards. By grace through faith, God credits 
believers with righteousness they cannot 
produce on their own. This is the heart of the 
gospel message that gives hope to sinful people.

Abram could not understand everything God’s 
promise meant, but he was “fully persuaded that 
God had power to do what he had promised.”6 
Abram took God at His Word and acted 
accordingly. Abram believed what God said 
and lived fully persuaded that what God had 
promised, He would deliver. 

In Galatians, Paul explained the full impact of 
Abram’s faith, “Scripture foresaw that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the 
gospel in advance to Abraham: ‘All nations will 
be blessed through you.’ So those who rely on 
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of 
faith.”7 All of God’s blessings, to Abram and all 
people, hang on this promise. For all eternity, 
believers will marvel at this glorious truth.

Covenant: God’s Promise Sealed – 
15:7-21 
God moved the conversation from His promise 
of a son to His promise of the land, and Abram 
asked for confirmation. God understood what 
Abram needed to confirm his faith. God gave 
him a binding covenant that included a 
ceremony, a prophecy and a sign.

The ceremony 

God transacted a formal contract, or covenant, 
with Abram. The technical term in Hebrew is 
“to cut” a covenant. In ancient times, people 
usually confirmed business transactions and 
national treaties with solemn ceremonies. The 
parties brought animals to slaughter and cut them 
into halves. The animal halves lay opposite each 
other with a path in the center. The contracting 
parties walked the path together as they repeated 
the covenant terms to represent their unity of 
mind. The shed blood of the animal sacrifices 
demonstrated their depth of commitment and the 
consequences they wished upon themselves if they 
broke the covenant.

Abram proved his faith in a practical way when 
he prepared the sacrificial animals. He waited 
for God all day, protecting the slaughtered animals 
from birds of prey. God’s response came, but 
perhaps not in the way Abram expected. At sunset, 
God caused Abram to fall into a deep sleep as 
He delivered a dramatic prophecy about Abram’s 
descendants. 

The prophecy

Observe how God repeated every key point in 
this prophecy to Abram. He told Abram his 
descendants would live as slaves in a foreign land 
for 400 years but come out with great possessions. 
Repetition confirms and reinforces the promise 
and aids memory.

God promised to deal justly with the Amorites 
and Canaanites who owned the land in Abram’s 
day. Though their sin was great, God would 
not remove them from Canaan until their 
sin “reached its full measure.” God gave the 
Amorites full opportunity to repent and turn 
to Him. He waited 400 years.

The sign

Normally, the contracting parties walked together 
between the animal halves to confirm the covenant. 
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In this case, while Abram slept, God acted alone. 
God’s presence was symbolized by the smoking 
firepot and blazing torch, which passed through 
the animal pieces. God swore by Himself to 
fulfill the covenant. God’s covenant with Abram 
was unconditional, not dependent on human 
contribution. God and God alone would keep 
every promise for the honor of His own Name.

The writer of Hebrews calls for reverent 
gratitude to God, who “is a consuming fire.”8 
Fire frequently symbolizes God throughout 
Scripture. The signs of the smoking firepot and 

blazing torch recall the flaming sword of the 
angels guarding the tree of life in Eden. God’s fiery 
guard that prevented access to the tree of life9 now 
guided the way to eternal life through faith. 

The first readers of Moses’ account in Genesis 
related well to these events. God’s presence 
appeared to Moses in a burning bush. God led 
and protected these people of the Exodus with a 
pillar of fire by night. God came in fire to Mount 
Sinai when He gave His people His Law.10 Holy 
God lights the way for His people.
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Abram and Sarai’s Sin and Hagar’s Flight – Genesis 16

Genesis 15 confirmed God’s promise and Abram’s 
faith. Genesis 16 records another episode of 
Abram and Sarai’s challenge to live by faith. 
Although they believed God’s promise, they 
struggled with waiting and misinterpreted God’s 
promise. While God promised that Abram’s 
son would come from his own body, they did 
not interpret that promise to include Sarai. 
God established marriage and the mandate of 
monogamy within marriage.11 Sarai’s offer of her 
slave Hagar to Abram was wrong. This culturally 
acceptable option violated Hagar, Abram, Sarai, 
their household and their marriage.

A Human Solution to a Divine Delay 
– 16:1-5

Sarai’s plan – 16:1-4a

According to the Code of Hammurabi (the code 
of law from the Babylonians around 1800 B.C.) 
and the Nuzi tablets (circa 1450-1350 B.C.), the 
purpose of marriage was mainly procreation. If 
the wife could not bear children, her husband 
expected her to provide a handmaid to have 
children for her. God intended to fulfill His 
promise to Abram only through Sarai to prove 
His almighty power. The miraculous birth of 
Isaac eventually fulfilled His promise.

Abram wrongly assumed Eliezer would be his 
heir before God clarified his understanding. Now 
he misinterpreted God’s promise by assuming 
that because a child had not be born to Sarai, he 
should agree to her offer of Hagar. Tragically, 
there is no mention that Abram and Sarai 
sought God in making this decision. God 
allowed Abram and Sarai to carry out their plan 
and for Hagar to conceive a child. The son born 
to Hagar represents human self-effort outside of 
God’s covenant of grace.12

Sarai’s and Hagar’s pain – 16:4b-6

This wrong decision immediately brought pain 
to the entire household. Hagar, realizing she 
carried Abram’s heir, despised Sarai. Sarai blamed 
Abram for her distress. This compromise with 
God’s intended way produced bitterness and 
multiplied conflict within the family. Abram gave 
Sarai freedom to handle the situation, and she 
so mistreated Hagar that this young, pregnant 
woman ran away. 

Abram and Sarai viewed Hagar as an object, a 
possession and pawn. They turned on each other 
and Hagar. Their choices landed outside God’s 
intended way, but not outside God’s intentional 
mercy. Though Abram and Sarai treated Hagar 
badly, God saw Hagar as a person made in His 
image and showed her grace. 

A Compassionate Response to a 
Despairing Runaway – 16:7-16

A personal encounter – 16:7

Imagine Hagar’s emotions as she fled – rejected, 
abused, pregnant and alone in the desert. People 
had failed Hagar immeasurably, but God did not. 
God so loved Hagar that He stepped into her 
desperate situation to give her help and hope. 
Verse 7 tells us “the angel of the Lord found 
Hagar.” God seeks us even when we are fleeing 
from Him. This verse represents the first mention 
of “the angel [not “an” angel] of the Lord.” 

 ● The angel of the Lord identified with 
Yahweh. 

 ● He spoke and acted with God’s authority. 
 ● He accepted Hagar’s name for Him.
 ● He received worship.
 ● The location is recorded in history as an 

encounter with God by its name Beer Lahai 
Roi.
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For these reasons, many view “the angel of the 
Lord” as a visible pre-incarnate manifestation of  
God the Son.13 

A probing question – 16:8

God called Hagar by name and asked her to 
share her plans and actions. The angel knew 
her identity – Hagar, slave of Sarai – and asked, 
“Where have you come from, and where are you 
going?” His questions were not intended to gain 
information, but to cut to the heart of the matter. 
Hagar admitted she was “running away from her 
mistress Sarai.” 

A practical solution – 16:9

God gave Hagar two corrective instructions: 
return and submit. These commands were specific 
to Hagar and to God’s plans for her and Ishmael. 
This is not a binding command for all who are 

enslaved or mistreated to return to their abusers. 
Hagar risked her life and the life of her unborn 
child in the harsh conditions of the wilderness.

A promised future – 16:10-12

God offered hope to hurting Hagar. He 
promised safe delivery of a son, Ishmael, who 
would become a nation too numerous to count. 
Hagar was told, “The Lord has heard of your 
misery.” The name Ishmael means “God hears,” 
so all would know God heard Hagar’s cries of 
affliction. Ishmael would become the father of all 
Arabic nations. God foretold Ishmael’s nature and 
the future of his descendants who would “live in 
hostility toward all his brothers,” which can be 
translated to mean “east of his brothers” (Isaac’s 
descendants).

A personal God – 16:13-16

Hagar encountered God, recognized His voice 
and demonstrated faith. For the first time, she 
not only knew about God but spoke to Him. The 
living God spoke personally into her desperate 
situation, cared for her needs and would be with 
her when she returned to her home and to Sarai. 
Therefore, she joyously spoke out her own name 
for her living, loving God, as she called Him “You 
are the God who sees me.” She even renamed the 
well where she rested, calling it Beer Lahai Roi – 
the well of “the One who sees me.”

The mounting costs of Abram and Sarai’s choices 
to act in haste instead of patiently waiting in faith 
are evident. It is assumed Pharaoh gave Hagar as a 
gift to Abram or Sarai when deceived about their 
marriage. The sin surrounding Ishmael’s conception 
reflects this pattern of acting in self-effort rather 
than faith. However, God keeps His promises 
despite our sin. He recognized the harm inflicted 
on Hagar as a powerless servant and offered 
her gracious blessings. Faith requires constant 
dependence on the power of the Holy Spirit to 
do what is impossible apart from God’s power. 
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The Doctrine of Justification
Genesis 15:6 is one of the most important verses in all Scripture, for by it we learn that all people in 
all ages are justified by grace through faith. Whether Old Testament or New, this statement holds 
true. 

What is justification?

Justification is an instantaneous legal act whereby God, the just Judge, declares the believer 
righteous, upright and not guilty in His sight. Justification occurs by the grace of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ. At the moment of belief, God considers our sins forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as 
belonging to us. Justification by faith is God’s answer to the question: How does one become right with 
God?

How is justification possible?

Does God simply close His eyes to our disobedience and pretend to not see our sin? No. God’s holiness 
requires that He punish sin. So how is it possible for a believer, though he remains a sinner, to be 
declared righteous? Jesus paid sin’s penalty when He died on the cross and then was raised to life for 
our justification (Romans 4:25). God declares a believer righteous, not based on the believer’s 
own personal works or righteousness, but on Christ’s sacrifice and righteousness. Jesus is God’s 
provision for our sin.

Abram believed God’s promise, and it was credited to him as righteousness. Directly following 
Abram’s belief, he then took matters into his own hands regarding Hagar. But Abram’s righteous 
standing before God did not change. Likewise, even when our faith is weak, the object of our 
faith, Jesus Christ the promised Messiah, remains forever strong. Our standing before God 
cannot be shaken.

When I believe in justification by faith alone, I can know with assurance that I am loved and 
accepted by God. Nothing can change this fact. Not my sin. Not my failures. Not my mistakes. I 
can be free to confess my sin to God and others, knowing my relationship with God is not based on 
my performance. Peace, joy and gratitude may truly and sincerely mark my life. 

However, when I do not believe in justification by faith alone, I will look to myself and my 
works as proof of my salvation. Peace and rest will elude me as I constantly worry about my status 
before God. I will view God as a harsh judge, eyeing my every thought, word and deed. But thanks 
be to God for freedom found through justification by faith alone! 
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Hold Fast
God Himself is a shield and reward to every 
believer who risks earthly security for His 
cause. More than 15 psalms praise God as the 
shield of His people. Stepping out to obey God 
or help others can bring opposition and risk. 
Pleasing God brings blessings that far surpass 
any earthly loss. Believers find their greatest 
reward living by faith in step with the Holy Spirit. 
Nothing this world offers compares to knowing 
God and walking with Him. 

God promised Abram’s descendants all the 
land from the Euphrates River in present-
day Syria to the river of Egypt. When Moses 
wrote these words and delivered them to the 
first audience, they were poised to re-enter and 
possess this promised land. These returning 
Israelites became God’s instrument to judge the 
wicked Amorite and Canaanite people. Israel 
re-established the full extent of these borders 
prophesied to Abram during Solomon’s reign 
and likely in the reign of Jeroboam II.14 Many 
Christians believe the nation of Israel will fully 
inhabit this land again at Jesus Christ’s return. 
People from all nations share in the benefits of this 
promise to Abram’s people.15 

Abram did not fully understand God’s full 
plan of redemption through His Son, but he 
believed what he knew. Jesus said, “Abraham 
rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it 
and was glad.”16 Before Jesus came, God credited 
Jesus’ righteousness to those who believed God’s 
promise and looked forward in hope. Today, God 
credits Jesus’ righteousness to those who look 
back by faith to the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. In God’s sight, Jesus Christ is “the 
Lamb who was slain from the creation of the 
world.”17 The Cross of Christ stands in the center 
of time.

Take to Heart
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Apply It
The only place to find true security is in God 
Himself. When Abram struggled, God did 
not offer him charts or graphs outlining his 
future. Instead, he turned Abram’s gaze from the 
uncertainties of life to the certainty of Himself. 
God told Abram that He was his shield and very 
great reward. We look to so many people and 
places for the security, stability and fulfillment 
only God and His promises can provide. Have 
you experienced God as your shield this week? 
Do you value the “very great reward” that comes 
from following God? True joy comes when we 
set our gaze on God rather than our limited 
understanding and this world’s passing pleasure.18 
How will you deliberately set your gaze on God?

Faith trusts God’s plan and timing, not human 
solutions. Abram and Sarai believed God’s 
promise, but they bypassed His wisdom and 
found a way that seemed right in the moment. 
Compromise with God’s revealed plan may offer 
a quick fix but brings unintended suffering to 
ourselves and others. Doubts arise because we 
lack God’s bigger, longer and wider perspective. 
We sin when we fail to believe God can or will 
accomplish what He has promised. What can you 
learn from Abram and Sarai? 

What difficult situation in your life is causing 
you to doubt God or His plan? Where are you 
tempted to take action when God is asking you to 
wait on His timing? Will you honestly pour out 
your heart to God and wait on Him? 

God sought Hagar, a desperate young woman 
abused and rejected by the people who should 
have protected and cared for her. God saw the 
injustice and came near to the powerless. Her 
heart was deeply moved as she rightly proclaimed, 
“You are the God who sees me. … I have now 
seen the One who sees me.” Her exclamation 
captures one of the deepest longings of the 
human heart. We long to be known. We desire 
to be seen and understood. But our desire to 
be intimately known meets another perplexing 
human reality. We also fear being fully known. 
The fact that “God sees me” is equally comforting 
and alarming. There are things about us we prefer 
to hide. Do you find comfort knowing God 
understands you better than anyone else? True 
delight comes when we grasp that the God who 
sees it all loves us perfectly. Nothing He knows 
about you turns Him away. The God who sees 
you also seeks you. Will you run to Him?

1: Inspiration from Holy Spirit: 1 Samuel 3:7; 
Jeremiah 1:2; Joel 1:1

2: Security in God: Isaiah 43:1-2
3: Shield: Joshua 1:9; Psalms 18:30; 56:3;  

Isaiah 44:8; John 14:27; Ephesians 6:16
4: Overcomer: John 16:33
5: Life from the dead: Romans 4:19-22
6: Faith, blessings and God’s promises:  

Romans 4:20-21

7: Blessed nations: Galatians 3:8-9
8: Consuming fire: Hebrews 12:29
9: Flaming sword: Genesis 3:24
10: God’s fiery presence: Genesis 3:24;  

Exodus 3:1-6; 13:21-22; 19:18
11: Monogamy: Genesis 2:24
12: Ishmael: Genesis 17:19-21; 21:12;  

Galatians 4:23, 30

13: Angel of the Lord: Exodus 23:20-23; 32:34; 
Judges 13:21-22; Isaiah 63:9

14: Promised land: 1 Kings 8:65; 2 Kings 14:25
15: All nations blessed: Isaiah 2:1-4; 19:19-23
16: Abraham’s joy: John 8:56
17: Lamb: Revelation 13:8
18: Joy in the Lord: Psalm 16:5-6, 11

Go Deeper
Check out these footnoted references for further study of God’s Word in this week’s lesson.
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Scripture Memory Verse
I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after 

you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.

Genesis 17:7

WEEK FOUR

GOD AFFIRMS HIS 
COVENANT AND PROMISE 

OF ISAAC

GENESIS 17:1 - 18:15



Day 1

1. Use this space to record how you have seen God’s activity during the week. (How has He provided, 
answered, comforted, reconciled, guided, etc.?)

2. What from the notes, lecture, group sharing or personal study impacted you most in the past week?

Day 2 – Genesis 17:1-8
God appeared before Abraham to confirm His covenant.

3. What do the details of the Lord’s appearance to Abraham and Abraham’s response tell about their 
relationship (17:1-3)?

4. a.  What does it mean to “be blameless” (17:1)? (Use a Bible dictionary for help.) 

b.  How could anyone accomplish God’s command to be blameless? (See Matthew 5:43-48; 
Philippians 2:13; 3:12, 15; Colossians 1:26-29 for insights.)

5. In verses 4-8, what does God promise to do that confirms His power to carry out His will?
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6. What promises in the Bible apply to you, and do you trust God to keep them? Why or why not? 
(Share the verses to help your group learn more about God.)

Day 3 – Genesis 17:9-14; 23-27
God commanded circumcision, and Abraham immediately obeyed. Note: Circumcision is a physical sign of 
the old covenant. Circumcision is also a spiritual sign that sin is cut off so “the circumcised” can live a life of 
purity and integrity. 

7. How did God relate the sign of circumcision to His covenant? 

8. What does Abraham’s response in verses 23-27 suggest about him and his household? 

9. What does Abraham show us about the right relationship between faith and works? (See Hebrews 11:8-12.) 

Day 4 – Genesis 17:15-22
God promised Sarah she would bear Isaac within the year.

10. What similar words does God repeat about Sarah in this passage and about Abraham in 17:5-8?

11. a.  How do God’s words show He wanted to prevent Abraham and Sarah from misinterpreting His  
     meaning?
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b. How does God distinguish between Isaac and Ishmael that prevents misunderstanding His will? 

12. What steps do you take to avoid misinterpreting God’s Word or misunderstanding His will? 

13. Why might the phrase “by this time next year” have changed things for Abraham and Sarah? 

Day 5 – Genesis 18:1-15
The Lord appeared and reaffirmed His promise of Isaac’s birth.

14. a.  How might Abraham and Sarah’s hospitality have differed in verses 1-8 if they were not sincerely  
     grateful to serve?

b.  What differences do you experience when you “have to” serve instead of when you “get to” serve?

15. How do the visitors’ actions in verses 9-15 show the purpose for their arrival?

16. After she had laughed, how did Sarah know it was the Lord who had spoken?
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17. What did Sarah have to believe? How is this the same for every believer today? (See Luke 1:45; 
Hebrews 11:6, 11.)

Day 6 – Genesis 17:1 - 18:15
18. How did this week’s verses impact your thinking about trusting God’s promises in what seems 

impossible? 
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Focus Verse
“I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you 
for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.” – Genesis 17:7

 ● God’s Symbol of an Unbreakable Covenant – Genesis 17
 ● God’s Call to an Unwavering Faith – Genesis 18:1-15

Engage
Faith is believing God for what seems impossible. While believing God stretches us, faith does not 
defy reason. What God has revealed about Himself and your own experiences with His faithfulness 
prove that trusting God is not unreasonable. God often leads you to trust that His power can deliver 
what human resources cannot. God calls you to believe what is not yet visible. The view from your side 
includes real human limitations. Faith calls for a view that incorporates God’s unlimited power. God 
tenderly and consistently orchestrates your life to nurture your faith. In times of reflection, do you 
increasingly find His promises true as you experience His provision?  

Abram and Sarai were called to trust God for the impossible. God understood their human limitations 
and repeatedly intervened to deepen their trust in His yet unseen provision. Step-by-step, God led them 
to believe that what He said was true, even if that truth defied physical realities. Where in your life does 
faith in God seem unreasonable? What is God asking you to believe that seems impossible? Do your 
impossible circumstances seem more real than the God for whom nothing is impossible? God gives, 
nurtures and preserves true faith.

Genesis 17:1 - 18:15
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God faithfully led Abram in Canaan for almost 
24 years before the events recorded in Genesis 
17.1 Abram’s faith both wavered and grew 
through those years. God’s commitment and 
personal involvement to strengthen Abram’s faith 
is clear. God called Abram with clear and decisive 
promises and repeated those promises multiple 
times.2 He proved His faithfulness to Abram by 
delivering him from his own mistakes and warring 
kings. God perseveres to keep His promises and 
build faith in His children.

Facedown Before Almighty God – 
17:1-3
About 13 years passed between the end of 
Genesis 16 and the beginning of Genesis 17. 
This suggests God had not given Abram new 
direction or communication during that time. 
Abram and Sarai knew God’s repeated promises 
and remembered His personal interactions. But 
as those years of silence multiplied, perhaps they 
assumed their self-determined solution to their 
childlessness succeeded. Surely Hagar shared 

her story of God’s personal rescue and words of 
blessing to her. They witnessed Ishmael’s birth, 
first steps and growth toward becoming a young 
man. Without further correction from God, 
Abram and Sarai might have lived as if Ishmael 
were God’s promised son. At this point in their 
story, God stepped in again.

“I am God Almighty”

God’s voice startled Abram’s ears with a strong 
statement of His Person and power, “I am God 
Almighty.” Stop and think about the power of 
this moment. In Hebrew, the name God disclosed 
here is El Shaddai. Scholars debate about its 
original meaning, but this context affirms God as 
the Almighty One. He is the One who possesses 
unlimited might and before whom all creation 
bows. No human can know truth about God 
apart from what He discloses about Himself. 
Scripture reveals many names for God, enlarging 
our understanding of the untold vastness of His 
character. Words cannot adequately capture the 
multifaceted character of God.

God’s Symbol of an Unbreakable Covenant – Genesis 17
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“Walk before me faithfully and be 
blameless”

God holds people responsible to believe and 
act on everything He reveals to them. God’s 
command to Abram to “walk before me faithfully 
and be blameless” demands what Abram cannot 
offer in his own strength. Believers are called 
to live to obey and please God. Yet no human, 
by their own desire, will or strength, can be 
scrutinized by God and found without moral 
fault or wrongdoing in motive or action. We 
cannot be blameless or faithful on our own. Faith 
trusts God to make the impossible possible and 
supplies what human effort cannot. As Paul later 

explains, God “will also keep you firm to the end, 
so that you will be blameless on the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”3 

To “walk before” God implies living in 
continual awareness of His nearness. God’s 
omnipresence comforts us, but His personal 
nearness upholds us. Believers can live knowing 
God’s abiding presence and constant care. 
God actively involves Himself in your life.4 He 
proactively engages to draw you to Himself and 
build your faith. When fear and impatience creep 
in, you can easily forget He is near. God preserves 
your faith for His purposes. His preserving 
power, not your strength, holds your salvation 
secure. Jesus promised that no one can take you 
out of God’s hand ( John 10:28). No temptation, 
no failure, no person, not even Satan can cause 
God’s children to lose their salvation. You can be 
sure God will accomplish His purposes for you 
because He preserves you.

“Abram fell facedown”

Abram responded to the voice and message of 
God in abject humility and worship. He “fell 
facedown” as his physical posture reflected his 
position before God Almighty. He was rightly 
overwhelmed by the Lord’s sovereign presence 
and loving guidance. In a day of casual disregard 
for the majestic nature of God, we do well to learn 
from Abram. A proper view of God results in 
profound reverence, awe and humility toward 
Him. While God comes near to us relationally, 
He stands above us in every way. Abram’s heartfelt 
reaction and physical posture of complete 
surrender reveals the nature of his relationship 
with God. 

A New Name for Abram – 17:4-8
God again reminded Abram of the promises 
He would fulfill. God said, “As for me,” as if to 
say, “The strength of this covenant rests on my 
character, not your performance.” God repeats 
His promises to confirm Abram’s faith and the 
unshakeable certainty of what He had declared. 
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God confirmed His message to Abram by giving 
him a new name that incorporated His promises. 
In Scripture, a new God-given name often 
represents a new identity, life purpose or power.5 
Abram, “father of many,” became Abraham, 
“father of many nations.” Every time Abraham 
heard his name or introduced himself, he 
would be called to faith. With this name change, 
God repeated His unwavering promises:

 ● Future – exceeding fruitfulness and 
greatness of nations and kings

 ● Duration – everlasting covenant between 
God and Abraham’s descendants

 ● Land – the whole land of Canaan as an 
everlasting possession

 ● Lord – “I will be your/their God” (repeated 
three times)

A New Covenant Sign for Abraham’s 
People – 17:9-14 
God prescribed the sign of male circumcision for 
Abraham and his male descendants. Participation 
in circumcision affirmed each man’s acceptance of 
God’s covenant personally and as representative for 
his family. This command fit the cultural context 
understood in this day. Throughout the Old 
Testament times, male patriarchs were responsible 
to lead their clans or family units. Therefore, 
circumcision did not exclude women from the 
covenant but confirmed God’s blessing for the 
whole family unit through the male patriarch. 
Through this sign, God’s Old Testament covenant 
people indicated their submission to walk before 
Him in newness of life. Male circumcision:

 ● was the outward sign of the old covenant 
and the Abrahamic promise. 

 ● distinguished Abraham’s male descendants 
from other people as set apart for God.

 ● confirmed the covenant blessing for 
the whole family unit through the male 
patriarch.

 ● served as the seal (promise) of obedience 
within the community that identified with 
God. 

 ● symbolized cutting off the old life of self-
effort, failure and sin. 

 ● related faith to the great hope of a physical 
descendant of Abraham to be Savior.

A New Name for Sarai – 17:15-16
God not only invested in Abraham’s faith, but 
also in Sarai’s. First, God gave Sarai a renewed 
form of her name, changing it to Sarah (both 
names mean princess). Then He gave Abraham 
detailed information about his promised son that 
he could not misinterpret. God clearly revealed 
Sarah would have a son and become the mother 
of nations and kings. Abraham and Sarah’s 
descendants would inherit God’s promised land 
in covenant relationship with Him.

A New Promise of a Soon-to-be-
Delivered Son – 17:17-22
This clarifying promise regarding Sarah 
stretched Abraham’s faith once again as God 
led him to trust Him more than his own 
understanding. Abraham fell facedown, this time 

A Personal God
The relational dimension of covenant, 
rising from both the Old and New 
Testaments, distinguishes both Judaism 
and Christianity from many other religions. 
Often in other religions, their god(s) remain 
so distant and different from humanity that 
relating to him/them is seen as impossible. 
It is important to recognize this difference 
in discussing the Christian faith with those 
of other beliefs. It is helpful to recognize 
how this spiritual distinction of personal 
relationship with God, likely missing in their 
lives, might enter conversations. What a 
privilege it is to know God personally!
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laughing in confusion. He reminded God of the 
physical impossibility of their situation. Because 
he believed it impossible for Sarah to bear a 
son, he asked God for what did seem possible – 
blessing for Ishmael. God immediately extended 
blessing to Ishmael but decreed that He would 
establish His covenant with Isaac, a son from 
Sarah’s body, not Ishmael.

God made the “impossible” son real by 
announcing his name. The heir of the covenant 
would be named Isaac, which means “laughter.” 
The miraculously God-given child of promise 
would be born “by this time next year.” In other 
words, after waiting and wondering for about 23 
years, Abraham and Sarah would soon experience 
God’s promise in the form of a real baby they 
could hold, touch and love.

A New Step of Obedience – 17:23-27
God’s appearance and confirmation so 
impacted Abraham that he immediately put 
his faith into action. “On that very day,” “every 
male” and “as God told him” confirm Abraham’s 

complete and immediate obedience. He promptly 
fulfilled his part of the conditional covenant of 
circumcision. He, Ishmael and all males in his 
household were circumcised that day. Abraham’s 
actions demonstrated his growing faith.

Circumcision symbolizes inward separation 
from any rival to God, His laws or love.6 This 
external sign points to an internal reality. God 
alone has the power to circumcise hearts from 
wrong and misplaced loves – our idols. He 
supernaturally creates true love for Him within 
us. Abraham’s descendants through Ishmael 
and Isaac still commonly practice the physical 
sign of male circumcision. This distinguishes 
them from other peoples in most parts of the 
world. Circumcision later identified Abraham’s 
descendants as a community of faith under the 
expanded Mosaic covenant and tabernacle.
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Genesis 17 and 18 each contain God’s direct 
communication to prepare Abraham and Sarah 
for Isaac’s supernatural birth. Both chapters 
use the phrase “this time next year,” suggesting 
the meetings occurred close together, but they 
also differ significantly, indicating two separate 
encounters.

The Joy of Fellowship with the Lord – 
18:1-8
Abraham saw three men nearby as he enjoyed 
the shade of his tent at noonday. Though 
Abraham did not recognize the men, the text 
clearly identifies one of the three visitors as the 
Lord Himself (18:1). Many believe this visitor 
to be the preincarnate Christ, showing Himself 
on earth before He was born to Mary. The other 
two visitors were angels. Next week’s study shows 
these same two angels came to deliver Lot and to 
administer the Lord’s judgment on Sodom.

Abraham graciously and eagerly received the 
three visitors and served them with modesty 
and grace. He hurried to meet them, bowed, 
offered to serve them and provided food and rest. 
He repeatedly identified himself as their servant. 
When they accepted, he hurried Sarah and helped 
serve a fine meal. No one could doubt Abraham’s 
desire to offer these strangers his best.

The customs of that day positioned the male 
household leader as official host. Abraham served 
his guests while Sarah stayed in the women’s 
quarters. However, Sarah was the intentional 
focus of this visit. Sarah and Abraham needed 
to hear the specifics of God’s promise together. 
Sarah’s faith needed to grow as she prepared to 
become the mother of the promised son. Again, 
we see how God understands human thinking 
and intentionally nurtures faith in His people. 

The Call to Faith in the Lord – 18:9-15
After the guests ate, they asked for Sarah, who 
was covertly listening at the entrance of the tent. 
Imagine Sarah’s surprise when the conversation 
turned toward her. Sarah heard, “I will surely 
return to you about this time next year, and 
Sarah your wife will have a son” (18:10). These 
words clearly called Sarah’s faith to grow. While 
every birth reflects God’s creative work, Isaac’s 
birth required God’s miraculous intervention.

Sarah silently laughed to herself in unbelief, 
just like Abraham (17:17). She knew she was 
long past child-bearing age and her husband was 
very old. Not only did Sarah benefit from hearing 
this shocking news herself, she faced the amazing 
reality that God knew her secret thoughts. When 
in fear Sarah denied her laughter, she learned she 
could not deceive the Lord, who knew everything 
about her. The God who could read her hidden 
thoughts had the power to enable her to conceive 
and bear a son.  

The Lord used well-placed questions to draw 
out important truths for Abraham and Sarah. 
The first question to Abraham about why Sarah 
laughed forced them to acknowledge the physical 
impossibility of Isaac’s birth and that God 
read Sarah’s thoughts. The second question, “Is 
anything too hard for the Lord?” brought them 
face-to-face with God’s omnipotence. Nothing is 
impossible for God. Nothing God accomplishes 
depletes Him of power or takes effort. As humans, 
some things are easy, some things are hard and 
some things are impossible. Not so for God. 
God’s knowledge and power have no limits. The 
God who knows everything can do anything He 
chooses to do. 

God’s Call to an Unwavering Faith – Genesis 18:1-15
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Two thousand years later, the angel Gabriel 
announced Jesus’ birth to His mother Mary, 
a virgin, with the words, “For nothing will be 
impossible with God.”7 Thirty years after that, the 
religious Nicodemus asked Jesus how an old man 
could be born again. Jesus answered, “With man 
this is impossible, but not with God; all things 
are possible with God.”8 God’s unlimited power 
upholds every one of His promises. We worship 
the God for whom nothing is impossible.

Abraham and Sarah’s story reminds believers 
that a promise delayed is not a promise denied. 
They waited many long years to see God’s promise 
become reality. They unwisely tried to help God 
fulfill His promise with their own plans and 

on their timetable. God’s purposes and plans 
prevailed. God continued to invest in their faith, 
affirming His promises and addressing their 
doubts. The long-awaited birth of their son held 
the key to all God’s covenant promises. 

God’s promise required something only God 
could do, but Abraham and Sarah also had to act 
on His promise by faith. God gives, nurtures and 
preserves true faith. The time was announced 
with the words, “I will surely return to you about 
this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have 
a son.”

56

Abraham
Week Four

God Affirms His Covenant and Promise of Isaac
Genesis 17:1 - 18:15

© BSF 1960-2020 (This material may be downloaded from mybsf.org and used by BSF class members in connection with 
their personal BSF class studies. It may not be otherwise reproduced without BSF’s written permission.)

Beginnings: A Study of Genesis
Mini-Study



Hold Fast
God’s promises to Abraham and Sarah 
required waiting, but would be realized. God 
had not forgotten them or changed His mind. 
Abraham and Sarah spent almost 25 years waiting 
for what seemed impossible. At times, they 
misinterpreted and misapplied God’s promises to 
make sense of impossible circumstances. But God 
persevered. Their names constantly reminded 
them God transforms unbelief into joyful faith. 
Abraham, “the father of many nations,” would 
have a son named Isaac, which means “laughter.” 
God consistently appeared throughout Abraham 
and Sarah’s lives to renew their hope in His 
presence, power and promises. 

God established His covenant with Abraham 
and established circumcision as the sign of His 
unique relationship with His people. Jesus Christ 
brought a new and greater covenant through 
which believers receive His gift of salvation 
and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. God 
makes believers alive with Christ, “circumcised” 
spiritually. Through His power, believers can live 
lives distinctively marked by love and obedience. 
Through faith, believers recognize the freedom 
Christ has won and can live for the glory of God.9 
By faith, believers can “cut off ” and bury specific 
sins and put on Christlikeness instead.

Abraham had no sons at age 75 when God called 
him as His special instrument of blessing to the 
world. Abraham’s promised son represented 
God’s plan to bring His Son, Jesus Christ, into 
the world. God overruled human impossibilities 
in Isaac’s supernatural birth. Isaac’s descendant, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, was also conceived 
miraculously. Jesus Christ is the One in whom 
God’s promises to Abraham are ultimately 
fulfilled. Faith calls us to believe God can do the 
impossible. 

Take to Heart

57

Abraham
Week Four

God Affirms His Covenant and Promise of Isaac
Genesis 17:1 - 18:15

© BSF 1960-2020 (This material may be downloaded from mybsf.org and used by BSF class members in connection with 
their personal BSF class studies. It may not be otherwise reproduced without BSF’s written permission.)

Beginnings: A Study of Genesis
Mini-Study



Apply It
God wants us to know and experience His love 
and power personally. To do so, He often allows 
us to face challenges that defy human solutions. 
Hebrews 11:11-12 tells us both Abraham and 
Sarah had to realize, beyond any doubt, their own 
bodies were “as good as dead.” God often allows 
us to calculate the impossibility of what we face 
and quantify insufficient human solutions. Only 
then do we understand how desperately we need 
God. God often waits to intervene until we know 
there is no chance or seemingly no hope. Jesus 
never says, “figure it out,” He says, “follow me.”10 
What situation are you facing that is beyond 
your understanding and solutions? What if God 
does not meet your need the way you think He 
will? How is God reassuring you as you wait on 
Him in an “impossible” situation? When God 
accomplishes what only He can do, He alone 
receives the glory. 

Even devout Christians wrestle with doubt, just 
like Abraham and Sarah. This struggle can be 
frustrating. Why do we wrestle with doubt, even 
when we earnestly want to trust God? Doubts 
rise because human understanding limits what 
we can see and comprehend. We lack God’s 
omniscience; we cannot see all outcomes to all 

issues. We lack God’s omnipotence; our human 
strength grows weak. Difficulties test and purify 
our faith, allowing spiritual muscle to grow. As 
we trust God rather than ourselves, we experience 
His faithfulness in profoundly personal ways. 
How are you struggling with doubt? Do not 
allow doubt to discourage you. Instead, honestly 
confess to God your doubts and unbelief. Ask 
God to strengthen your faith – to help you trust 
Him. Recognize that the challenges that tempt 
you to doubt God’s provision also provide an 
opportunity to trust Him to do what only He 
can do. God knows everything about you. He 
knows your thoughts and even your words before 
they are formed on your tongue.11 Sarah was so 
taken aback that the Lord read her thoughts that 
she denied the truth. God’s intimate knowledge of 
you allows Him to speak to you in ways you will 
uniquely hear. God knew Sarah needed to hear her 
own name mentioned in the promise He declared. 
God spoke “Sarah” to Sarah. He will do the same 
for you and always with the purpose of building 
your faith. God wants you to understand what is 
true and to trust Him in specific ways. What and 
how is God speaking to you so you will hear Him? 
How is God intentionally developing your faith? 
How will you respond?

1: Abram in Canaan: Genesis 16:3, 16; 17:1
2: Promises to Abram: Genesis 12; 15
3: Blameless: Psalms 15:2; 19:13; 1 Corinthians 

1:8; Hebrews 9:14
4: God’s presence: Psalms 73:28; 119:151; 

145:18; Acts 23:11

5: New identities: Genesis 32:28; John 1:42; 
Revelation 2:17

6: Circumcision: Deuteronomy 30:6; Jeremiah 
4:4; Ezekiel 44:7

7: Nothing impossible: Luke 1:37 (ESV)
8: All things possible: Mark 10:26-27

9: Freedom in Christ: Ephesians 4:22-24; 
Colossians 2:14-15; 3:5-17

10: Follow Jesus: Matthew 4:19; 8:22; John 1:43; 
12:26; 21:22

11: God’s intimate knowledge: Psalm 139

Go Deeper
Check out these footnoted references for further study of God’s Word in this week’s lesson.

All Scripture quotations, in this publication are from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ® NIV ® 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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The Doctrine of Covenant
Genesis 15 and 17 describe God’s covenant with Abraham. A covenant is a chosen relationship in which two 
parties make a binding promise to one another. In biblical language a covenant is a promise of God made 
to an individual or group. Covenants form the backbone of the biblical story and collectively serve as the 
foundation for God’s promise to bring redemption to His people. There are typically two types of covenants:

 ● Conditional (“If you do A, then I will do B.”) 
 ● Unconditional (“I will do C regardless of what you do.”)

Throughout Scripture, God initiates five primary covenants with humanity to relate and bind Himself to us 
for our benefit. These five covenants are as follows:

The Noahic Covenant (Genesis 9:1-17)

After the Flood, God established an unconditional covenant with Noah to signify a new beginning for 
humanity. The Noahic covenant is God’s promise to preserve life on earth until redemption is accomplished. 

The Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 15 and 17) 

The Abrahamic covenant plays a central role in the biblical storyline. God unconditionally promised 
Abraham land, offspring and blessing. God’s promise to Abraham finds its culmination in Jesus Christ, the 
true son of Abraham (Galatians 3:16). 

The Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 19; 20; 24:1-8)

The Mosaic covenant was a temporary and conditional covenant between God and Israel that defined the 
time between the Exodus and Jesus’ earthly life and ministry. The Mosaic covenant was both revelatory and 
regulatory in that it revealed aspects of God’s character to His people and regulated life for the people of God. 
Unfortunately, Israel failed to uphold their side of the agreement and endured exile and tragedy as a result.

The Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:1-17)

The Davidic covenant is an expansion of God’s covenant with Abraham. God unconditionally promised 
David an eternal kingdom, house and throne. The promises given to Abraham would be secured through the 
Davidic ruler, who is Jesus Christ. 

The New Covenant ( Jeremiah 31:31-33; Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25; Hebrews 8:6, 8; 9:15; 12:24)

The new covenant is the culmination of all God’s promises. Jesus Christ is the mediator of this new covenant 
and, as such, fulfills all the other covenant relationships. He is the true son of Abraham who brings the 
blessings of Abraham to the world. He is the faithful Israelite who fulfills the law. He is the obedient king 
from the line of David who extends God’s kingdom of justice and peace to all. 

Promises are only as strong as the one who makes the promise. The strength of God’s promises lies with the 
steadfastness of His unchanging character. Believing God’s promises are certain allows me to live each day 
with peace and security as I take God at His Word. I do not have to have my life all figured out. I can simply 
trust and obey God’s Word because I know He is faithful. 

On the other hand, to question God or His promises leaves me with only what I know and what this world 
offers. Fear and anxiety will rule my life. I will be “like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind” ( James 
1:6) with no assurance, no hope, no freedom from guilt. Truth will constantly be called into question and my 
relationship with God will constantly be strained. But God has spoken; He has made promises that He has 
kept and will keep. God and His promises provide the bedrock for security in this life and for eternity.
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Congratulations!
We hope you have found this study soothing to 
your soul. Feel free to continue exploring God’s 
Word with your current group for as long as they are 
meeting.

Thank you for spending your precious time with 
Bible Study Fellowship. We pray your time in the 
Bible has enriched your life and we hope to study 
alongside you again soon!
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